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Racial violence in reconstruction

1. R. Latham, from Yorkville in North Carolina on December 22, 1871, wrote to the New York Tribune to voice the white southerner's belief, as stated in chapter 15. R. Latham wrote this after seeing the suffering the Americans faced during the violence of Reconstruction.  She was a photographer in the New York Tribune and traveled all over to see how people lived and give them hope (Clarke, 2018). She believed that there was always light after suffering; she felt this after losing her mother to cancer. The reconstruction era is in American history, which started in 1863 to 1877 (Clarke, 2018). Many Americans were murdered, raped, and wounded from whips. The violence got in the way of a biracial democracy. The southerners gave their sentiments, stating that “you cannot do the negro work, without Physical compulsion" in 1865 (Clarke, 2018). Slave labor and racial differences enforced through violence. The whites were superior while the blacks were inferior in this era. The whites were entitled to freedom and citizenship, instead of the blacks to slavery. Republican controls took charge in the cities. The whites shot Black Americans over, labor disputes, and over long-lasting grudges (Clarke, 2018). The nightriders were a group that operated at night. The nightriders killed black political candidates and those who were in power and scaring voters from the voting polls (Clarke, 2018). They limited the free black people from acquiring lands. African Americans were denied their freedom to economic, political, and social rights. The freedmen’s bureau protected the black men by fighting for their freedom through legal acts, negotiating contracts on their behalf, and building schools and churches for them. 


2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The freedmen discussion in 1865, where General William T.Sherman and Edwin Stanton met with African American religious leaders, discussed the future of the free men who were in Georgia (Grimshaw, 2017). They knew the importance of land freedom thus fought for the rights of this freedom. The black wished that the civil war would come to an end and create a new and peaceful world for them (Grimshaw, 2018). The whites tried their best to keep the slavery era for as long as it would last. Slave-owners such as P.H. Anderson from Tennessee implemented the sharecropping contracts that allowed slave-owners to retain their slaves. P.H. Anderson wrote to his former slave Jourdon Anderson offering him a job opportunity Charlotte Forten was taught by a black family in Mississippi hence becoming the first black American to teach white children (Grimshaw, 2017). She thus relocated to South Carolina to show the black American former slaves in 1864. South Carolina and Mississippi passed laws favoring the Black Americans called Black codes. The codes allowed the black people to marry, own property, and also rights to contracts. In 1870 the print celebrated and acknowledged the black veterans for achievements inclusive of the Black Codes in Mississippi (Grimshaw,2017). Unfortunately, the United States withdrew from the reconstruction; On the contrary, the Black Americans carried papers to prove they were employed. Those with no papers were arrested, fined, and at times re-enslaved.
3. Confederate armies surrendered in 1865, thus marking the end of the war (Quigley, 2015). However, in South Carolina, the war continued for over a decade through resistance and terrorism. General Reynolds describes the lack of laws in Texas in 1886 (Quigley, 2015). The people of color during reconstruction were a target. In 1866, Frances Thompson and Lucy Smith gave their testimonies about their assault, rape, and robbery. It was the first document on sexual violence, while the second was on the whites denying the act. In 1876, hence, Frances Thompson was accused of cross-dressing, which led to the whites defending themselves (Quigley, 2015). Thus Thompson's accusations on being raped had been fabricated as the Americans claimed. The cases had no meaning at this point. In a battle of historical memory, Fredrick Douglass and other black leaders joined with conference sympathizers in 1877 (Quigley, 2015). The war had, at this time, come to an end. Douglass thus told the Americans to remember how the war was. The fifteenth print amendment passed during this time (Quigley,2015).
4. "Many close friends have helped me hone the ideas in this dissertation and have also given me vital opportunities to laugh "The words show suffering before, and the author appreciates her friends for the support. The words are an indication that the author acknowledges every moment she smiles and survives. The author then remembers the freedom the whites had and their claims to citizenship while trying to prove their superiority.The black Americans, on the other hand, were bound to criminality and slavery. They were inferior and worthless before the whites. Their subjection to torture through whipping, beatings, rape, and murder made them wish and hope for the end of the war. From the beginning of the late nineteenth century,  the whites embraced violence and racism, leading to lasting regrets and consequences of the ideology in the United States. These ideas led to the development and the growth of a lie of justice and freedom; instead, they resulted in racist violence that came about with other negative results such as rape, murder, among others. 
 Compared to the Mississippi black code that allowed the black Americans some rules such as marrying and the rights to own property, the Bureau also, according to American Yawp, fought for the rights of the black Americans. The black Americans, therefore, at the time, were allowed the freedom to schools and churches. Many Black Americans were subjected to rape and other forms of human tortures but got no justice as in the secondary source. The signs are positive in the American Yawp when Thompson is raped but gets no sentence as she is a black woman.
According to my secondary source, there was no law in Texas. The war ended, but in South Carolina, the war extended up to a decade later due to violence and terrorism. The American Yamp explains how the Black Americans wished that the war would come to an end. They hoped and prayed for peace, thus their suffering coming to an end. Further, the whites enjoyed slavery, and the feeling of being superior to the Black Americans thus promoted the war for as long as it could last.
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